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INTRODUCTION 


The  1991  legislative  recommendations  reflect  the  Board 
of  Education's  continuing  commitment  to  improve  the 
public  schools  of  Massachusetts  by  further  integrating 
special  needs  students  into  regular  classrooms; 
strengthening  literacy  programs  which  afford  support  for 
poor,  undereducated  and  underemployed  adults; 
requiring  that  all  English  as  a  second  language  teachers 
meet  current  certification  standards;  providing  for 
interstate  pension  portability  for  educators;  improving 
the  systems  of  teacher  preparation  and  certification; 
broadening  the  mission  of  the  school  to  serve  as  the 
center  of  the  community;  fostering  the  development  of 
future  teachers  of  mathematics  and  science;  providing 
increased  state  support  for  the  cost  of  non-resident 
students  in  post-secondary  vocational  programs;  and 
clarifying  the  special  education  appeals  process. 


LEGISLATIVE  PROPOSALS  1991 


H.  118,  An  Act  Establishing  an  Incentive  Grant  Program 
to  Expand  Integrative  Educational  Opportunities  for 
Students  with  Special  Needs  and  Providing  Financial 
Assistance  for  the  Special  Education  Costs  for  Certain 
Children,  consists  of  legislation  filed  last  year  by  the 
Board  as  separate  bills,  combined  this  year  into  one  bill. 
The  first  section  would  require  the  Department  of 
Education  to  fund  60  per  cent  of  all  Chapter  766- 
approved  private  residential  placements  through  direct 
payment  to  the  private  school.  The  second  section  would 
authorize  the  department  to  assume  the  cost  of  special 
education  placements  in  Chapter  766-approved  private 
day  or  residential  schools  for  those  students  who  have  no 
parent  or  guardian  living  in  the  commonwealth  and  who 
have  been  found  to  be  in  need  of  such  placements.  The 
final  section  would  provide  incentive  grants  to  school 
districts  and  educational  collaboratives  for  the  purpose  of 
stimulating  the  creation  of  greater  integrative  educational 
opportunities  for  students  with  special  needs. 

(Full  text  on  page  6.) 

H.  119,  An  Act  to  Strengthen  Workforce  Literacy,  would 
provide  for  the  development  over  the  next  three  to  five 
years  of  a  comprehensive  delivery  system  for  adult  basic 
education  and  adult  English  as  a  second  language 
services  that  would  ensure  better  employment 
opportunities  for  those  in  need.  The  legislation  reaffirms 
the  board's  priorities  for  adult  literacy,  reflects  consensus 
across  the  field,  and  provides  a  unifying  programmatic 
structure  for  the  delivery  of  adult  literacy  services  in 
Massachusetts.  (Full  text  on  page  10.) 


H.  120,  An  Act  Requiring  Grandfathered  English  as  a 
Second  Language  (ESL)  Teachers  to  Meet  Current 
Certification  Requirements,  is  targeted  toward  linguistic 
minority  students  who  are  in  need  of  specialized 
education  services.  In  1982,  the  Board  set  up  ESL  teacher 
certification  standards  which  required  specialized 
training  in  ESL.  At  this  time,  teachers  who  had  been 
teaching  ESL  before  1982  were  "grandfathered"  in,  or 
allowed  to  continue  teaching  ESL  without  meeting  the 
new  ESL  certification  requirements.  This  bill  would  help 
such  teachers  to  receive  additional  training  in  ESL  in 
order  to  obtain  the  current  ESL  certificate  by  providing  a 
mechanism  for  them  to  be  reimbursed  by  the 
commonwealth  for  their  educational  expenses. 

(Full  text  on  page  13.) 

H.  121,  An  Act  Providing  for  the  Entry  of  the 
Commonwealth  into  an  Interstate  Compact  for  Pension 
Portability  for  Educators,  would  allow  public  school 
teachers  and  administrators  to  transfer  the  money 
accrued  in  their  pension  plans  when  they  move  in  or  out 
of  the  state,  provided  the  other  state  involved  has  a 
reciprocal  agreement.  Under  the  terms  of  this  proposed 
act,  a  teacher  could  change  jobs  and  change  retirement 
systems  without  forfeiture  of  benefits. 

(Full  text  on  page  15.) 

H.  122,  An  Act  Establishing  Improved  Standards  in 
Teacher  Preparation  and  Certification,  would  establish 
procedures  for  a  two-stage  certification  process  with  a 
provisional  and  professional  (or  full)  certificate.  The 
legislation  would  strengthen  and  enhance  standards  for 
new  teachers  by  establishing  procedures  for  teaching 
partnerships  between  new  and  experienced  teachers,  and 
would  draw  upon  the  knowledge  and  expertise  of  the 
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commonwealth's  experienced  teachers  in  the  training  of 
new  teachers.  In  addition,  the  legislation  would 
strengthen  the  cooperative  ties  between  institutions  of 
higher  education  and  local  school  districts  by  permitting 
them  to  share  in  the  preparation  and  professional 
development  of  certified  public  school  professionals. 

(Full  text  on  page  24 

H.  123,  An  Act  to  Develop  the  Public  School  as  the 
Center  for  the  Community,  would  attempt  to  move 
toward  the  concept  of  the  school  serving  the  entire 
community,  in  which  citizens  of  all  ages  participate  in 
school  facility  based  activities  during  times  when  these 
facilities  are  traditionally  idle.  The  proposal  encourages 
the  construction  of  buildings  to  accommodate  a  variety  c 
such  uses,  and  offers  incentive  grants  to  support  the 
inception  of  early  childhood  and  extended  school  year 
programs  which  the  Board  has  pursued  in  the  past. 

(Full  text  on  page  32. 


H.  124,  An  Act  to  Improve  Mathematics  and  Science 
Education,  is  designed  to  attract  students  to  the  teaching 
of  mathematics  and  science,  and  to  bring  math  and 
science  to  the  forefront  in  Massachusetts.  It  proposes  to 
expand  opportunities  for  women  and  minorities  to  gain 
access  to  math  and  science  education  in  higher  education 
and  to  promote  and  improve  math  and  science 
instruction  at  the  elementary  level.    (Full  text  on  page  36.) 

H.  125,  An  Act  Providing  Increased  State  Support  for 
the  Costs  of  Non-Resident  Students  in  Post-Secondary 
Vocational  Programs,  is  designed  to  reduce  the  tuition 
burden  communities  of  residence  currently  face  for  post- 


secondary  students  attending  out-of-district  vocational 
programs  by  shifting  the  obligation  to  the  state. 

(Full  text  on  page  39.) 

H.  126,  An  Act  Clarifying  the  Special  Education 
Appeals  Process,  would  bring  the  special  education 
appeals  system  in  compliance  with  federal  law  as  it 
pertains  to  the  appellate  role  of  the  State  Advisory 
Commission  for  Special  Education  (SAC).  The  United 
States  Department  of  Education  has  determined  that  the 
appellate  authority  exercised  by  the  SAC  is  inconsistent 
with  federal  law.  This  bill  would  remove  the 
administrative  review  function  from  the  SAC,  thus 
eliminating  the  inconsistency.  A  second  proposal  was 
added  to  this  legislation  this  year,  also  in  order  to  be 
consistent  with  federal  law.  It  would  allow  school 
districts  to  override  a  parent's  decision  to  remove  a  child 
from  special  education  and  place  him  or  her  in  regular 
education  when  such  decision  would  result  in  a  denial  of 
a  free  appropriate  education  to  the  child. 

(Full  text  on  page  42.) 


The  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 

IN  THE  YEAR  ONE  THOUSAND 
NINE  HUNDRED  NINETY-ONE 


AN  ACT  ESTABLISHING  AN  INCENTIVE 
GRANT  PROGRAM  TO  EXPAND 
INTEGRATIVE  EDUCATIONAL 
OPPORTUNITIES  FOR  STUDENTS  WITH 
SPECIAL  NEEDS  AND  PROVIDING 
FINANCIAL  ASSISTANCE  FOR  THE 
SPECIAL  EDUCATION  COSTS  FOR 
CERTAIN  CHILDREN 


Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the 
same,  as  follows: 


H.118 

Chapter  71 B  of  the  General  Laws,  as  appearing  in  the 
nineteen  hundred  eighty-six  Official  Edition,  is  hereby 
amended  by  inserting  after  section  eleven  the  following 
section:- 

Section  11A.  There  is  hereby  established  a 
discretionary  grant  program  to  be  called  the  incentive 
grant  program  to  expand  integrative  educational 
opportunities  for  students  with  special  needs.  Subject  to 
appropriation,  the  board  of  education  annually  may 
award  grants  to  school  committees  and  to  educational 
collaboratives  for  the  purpose  of  funding  planning  costs 


'and  start-up  programs  which  provide  children  with 
special  needs  greater  opportunities  to  receive  their 
education  with  children  without  special  needs.  In 
awarding  such  grants,  the  board  shall  fund  programs 
developed  for  children  currently  attending  substantially 
separate  public  school,  private  day  or  residential 
programs  pursuant  to  chapter  71 B.  Criteria  for  the 
approval  of  such  grant  proposals  shall  be  established  in 
guidelines  adopted  by  the  board.  Such  criteria  shall 
include,  but  not  be  limited  to,  integration  of  children  who 
have  special  needs  with  their  chronologically  age 
appropriate  peers  in  regular  education  and  building 
accessibility.  If  a  public  school  building  is  not  fully 
accessible,  a  grant  may  be  awarded  if  the  school 
committee  has  filed  an  application  with  the  school 
building  assistance  bureau  for  school  renovations  or 
construction  which  provides  physical  accessibility,  or  if 
the  school  committee  presents  a  written  plan  identifying 
the  barriers  to  access  and  a  timetable  for  making  the 
building  accessible.  Funds  awarded  under  the  incentive 
grant  program  may  be  used  for  program  planning, 
salaries  of  special  education  teachers,  administrative  or 
other  staff,  training  of  personnel,  adaptive  equipment  or 
such  other  purposes  as  may  be  determined  by  the  board 
as  necessary  to  permit  such  special  education  programs 
to  begin  operation. 

The  department  shall  provide  technical  assistance  to 
school  committees  and  educational  collaboratives  in 
grant  development  and  program  implementation  and 
shall  collect,  disseminate  and  publicize  information 
regarding  model  programs. 

The  department  shall  ensure  that  programs  funded 
under  this  section  are  evaluated  to  determine  the  degree 


to  which  students  placed  in  such  programs  actually 
participate  with  children  without  special  needs. 

SECTION  2.  Chapter  71B  of  the  General  Laws,  as 
appearing  in  the  nineteen  hundred  eighty-six  Official 
Edition,  is  hereby  amended  by  striking  section  5A  and 
inserting  in  place  thereof  the  following  section:- 

Section  5A.  Whenever  a  school  age  child  with  special 
needs  is  determined  by  a  school  committee  or  the  bureau 
of  special  education  appeals  to  be  in  need  of  a  special 
education  program  at  a  residential  school  pursuant  to  the 
procedures  set  forth  in  regulations  promulgated  by  the 
department,  the  commonwealth  and  school  committee 
shall  be  jointly  obligated  to  pay  the  cost  of  the  program. 
The  school  committee  shall  pay  forty  per  cent  of  the  total 
cost  of  the  residential  program  rate  established  by  the 
rate  setting  commission,  and  the  commonwealth  shall 
pay  sixty  per  cent  of  the  total  cost  of  the  residential 
program.  The  commonwealth's  obligation  under  this 
paragraph  shall  become  due  and  payable,  after  approval 
and  verification  provided  in  accordance  with  department 
standards,  to  the  residential  school  within  sixty  days  of 
receipt  of  a  request  for  payment  from  said  school. 

When  a  school  age  child  with  special  needs  residing  in 
the  commonwealth  has  no  father  or  mother  or  guardian 
living  in  the  commonwealth  who  can  be  found  after 
reasonable  efforts  to  do  so,  the  department  will  assign  a 
school  committee  to  provide  a  special  education  program 
for  that  child.  If  such  child  is  determined  by  the  school 
committee  or  the  bureau  of  special  education  appeals  to 
be  in  need  of  a  special  education  program  at  a  day  or 
residential  school,  pursuant  to  the  procedures  set  forth  in 
the  regulations  promulgated  by  the  department,  the 
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commonwealth  shall  be  obligated  to  pay  the  cost  of  the 
day  or  residential  program  at  the  rate  established  by  the 
division  of  purchased  services  under  sections  forty-two 
to  forty-four  inclusive,  of  chapter  150  of  the  acts  of  1990. 
The  commonwealth's  obligation  under  this  paragraph 
shall  become  due  only  after  approval  and  verification  by 
the  department  that  all  costs  incurred  herein  are 
reasonable  and  are  for  special  education  programs  at  day 
or  residential  schools  provided  in  accordance  with  the 
standards  and  requirements  prescribed  by  the 
regulations  promulgated  under  this  chapter. 

In  undertaking  such  verification  as  may  be  required 
under  this  section,  the  commissioner  may  require  any 
information  he  deems  necessary  from  any  participating 
school  or  institution. 

SECTION  3.  Nothing  contained  in  this  act  shall  affect 
the  obligation  of  any  agency  of  the  commonwealth  to  pay 
for  a  placement  in  a  day  or  residential  program  made 
prior  to  the  effective  date  of  this  act.  Any  agreement 
between  any  agency  of  the  commonwealth  and  a  school 
committee,  whether  formal  or  informal,  governing 
payment  for  services  to  a  special  needs  child  shall 
continue  in  full  force  and  shall  not  be  superseded  by  this 
act.  The  provisions  of  this  act  shall  not  affect  the 
obligation  of  any  human  services  agency  of  the 
commonwealth  to  provide  services  to  children,  aged 
three  to  twenty-two,  inclusive,  under  any  provision  of 
law  in  effect  prior  to  the  effective  date  of  this  act. 

SECTION  4.  This  act  shall  take  effect  on  July  first, 
nineteen  hundred  and  ninety-one. 


The  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 

IN  THE  YEAR  ONE  THOUSAND 
NINE  HUNDRED  NINETY-ONE 


AN  ACT  TO  STRENGTHEN 
WORKFORCE  LITERACY 


Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the 
same,  as  follows: 


H.119 

Chapter  sixty-nine  of  the  General  Laws,  as  appearing 
in  the  nineteen  hundred  eighty-eight  Official  Edition,  is 
hereby  amended  by  inserting  after  section  thirty-six  the 
following  two  sections:- 

Section  37.  The  department  of  education  in 
coordination  with  other  state  agencies  shall  develop  a 
comprehensive  system  subject  to  appropriation  for  the 
delivery  of  adult  basic  education  and  literacy  services 
that  will  ensure  opportunities  leading  to  universal  basic 
adult  literacy  and  better  employment  opportunities. 

Said  system  shall  be  designed  to  strengthen,  enhance, 
and  where  needed,  to  create  intensive  community  based 
literacy  programs  for  AFDC  recipients  and  other 
unemployed  and  marginally  employed  adults  who  need 
a  foundation  of  basic  skills  to  qualify  for  further 
education,  job  training  and  employment.  These  trainees 
shall  include  parents  of  young  children  who  need  strong 
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basic  skills  to  move  their  families  out  of  poverty  and  raise 
the  educational  aspirations  of  their  children. 

Said  systems  shall  also  include  instruction  for 
immigrants,  migrants,  and  refugees  who  need  English 
language  and  literacy  skills  to  function  effectively  at 
home  and  in  the  workplace. 

Instruction  to  the  aforesaid  populations  will  emphasize 
instruction  at  the  lowest  grade  levels. 

Said  system  shall  further  include  instruction  for  young 
persons,  aged  sixteen  through  twenty-four,  who  have 
dropped  out  of  school  without  sufficient  skills  to  qualify 
for  employment.  Instruction  shall  be  designed  with 
emphasis  on  linking  education  with  vocational  training 
and  supported  work. 

Section  38.  In  order  to  accomplish  the  goals  set  out  in 
section  one  of  this  act  and  to  strengthen  the  capacity  of 
the  current  adult  literacy  network,  the  department  of 
education  shall  distribute  grants  to  provide 
comprehensive  literacy  services,  including  support 
services,  in  the  context  of  adults'  daily  lives  in  their 
communities,  including,  but  not  limited  to,  public 
housing,  schools,  the  work  place,  correctional 
institutions,  community-based  organizations,  community 
colleges,  libraries,  and  in  social  and  cultural 
organizations. 

The  department  shall  endeavor  to  develop  the 
following  objectives:  (1)  a  full  continuum  of  services  that 
take  an  adult  from  the  lowest  level  of  literacy  or  English 
language  proficiency  through  high  school  completion 
leading  to  advanced  education  and  training;  (2)  a 
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network  of  well-trained,  full-time  adult  literacy  and 
English  as  a  second  language  professional  instructors, 
qualified  to  provide  high  quality  effective  services;  (3)  a 
strong  documentation  and  evaluation  capacity  that  will 
enable  the  state  to  determine  what  methods  of  instruction 
and  what  means  of  service  delivery  are  most  effective  in 
educating  adults;  and  (4)  and  coordinated  accountability 
mechanisms  that  simplify  existing  reporting  and 
refunding  processes. 
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The  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 

IN  THE  YEAR  ONE  THOUSAND 
NINE  HUNDRED  NINETY-ONE 


AN  ACT  REQUIRING  GRANDFATHERED 
ENGLISH  AS  A  SECOND  LANGUAGE 
TEACHERS  TO  MEET  CURRENT 
CERTIFICATION  REQUIREMENTS 


Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the 
same,  as  follows: 


H.120 

Section  eight  of  chapter  eight  hundred  forty-seven  of 
the  acts  of  nineteen  hundred  seventy-three,  as  most 
recently  amended  by  chapter  eight  hundred  sixty-five  of 
the  acts  of  nineteen  hundred  seventy-seven,  is  hereby 
further  amended  by  adding  the  following  sentence  after 
the  second  sentence:- 

Notwithstanding  any  general  or  special  law  to  the 
contrary,  effective  January  one,  nineteen  hundred  ninety- 
five,  no  person  shall  be  eligible  to  be  employed  by  a 
school  committee  to  teach  English  as  a  second  language, 
unless  that  person  has  been  granted  by  the  board  a 
certificate  as  a  teacher  of  English  as  a  second  language 
under  the  board's  regulations  for  teacher  certification. 

SECTION  2.  All  teachers  of  English  as  a  second 
language  who  are  employed  by  a  school  district  to  teach 
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students  of  limited  English  proficiency  on  the  effective 
date  of  this  act  and  who  do  not  meet  the  board's 
standards  for  certification  as  a  teacher  of  English  as  a 
second  language  under  the  board's  regulations  for 
teacher  certification  which  took  effect  September  one, 
nineteen  hundred  eighty-two,  shall  have  a  three-year 
period  from  the  effective  date  of  this  act  to  obtain  such 
certification. 

SECTION  3.  The  board  of  education,  subject  to 
appropriation,  shall  establish  a  program  for  the  purpose 
of  providing  grants  to  assist  those  teachers  of  English  as  a 
second  language  who  are  employed  by  a  school  district 
to  teach  students  of  limited  English  proficiency  on  the 
effective  date  of  this  act  and  who  do  not  meet  the  board's 
standards  for  certification  as  a  teacher  of  English  as  a 
second  language  in  obtaining  the  additional  training  in 
order  to  meet  the  requirements  for  certification  as  a 
teacher  of  English  as  a  second  language  as  set  forth  in  the 
board's  regulations  for  teacher  certification.  Such  grants 
shall  be  limited  to  the  reimbursement  of  the  tuition  costs 
of  those  courses  necessary  for  such  teachers  to  obtain 
certification  as  a  teacher  of  English  as  a  second  language. 
The  board  of  education  shall  establish  guidelines 
governing  the  administration  of  this  program. 
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The  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 

IN  THE  YEAR  ONE  THOUSAND 
NINE  HUNDRED  NINETY-ONE 


AN  ACT  PROVIDING  FOR  THE  ENTRY 
OF  THE  COMMONWEALTH  INTO  AN 
INTERSTATE  COMPACT  FOR  PENSION 
PORTABILITY  FOR  EDUCATORS 


Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the 
same,  as  follows: 


H.121 

The  General  Laws  are  hereby  amended  by  inserting 
after  chapter  32B  the  following  chapter- 
Chapter  32C.  Compact.  The  interstate  compact  with 
respect  to  pension  portability  for  educators  is  hereby 
enacted  into  law  and  entered  into  by  this  state  with  all 
states  legally  joining  therein  in  the  form  substantially  as 
follows: 

Section  1.  Finding.  The  parties  to  this  compact  find  as 
follows: 

(A)  interstate  mobility  of  professional  employees  of 
public  schools  serves  the  public  interest  by  providing 
for  a  more  flexible  workforce  that  is  better  able  to 
match  jobs  to  employees,  thereby  helping  to  avoid 
shortages  in  particular  geographic  areas; 
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(B)  interstate  mobility  of  professional  employees  of 
public  schools  is  impeded  because  such  employees 
who  move  from  one  state  to  another  generally  suffer  a 
substantial  forfeiture  of  earned  pension  benefits  under 
the  pension  plans  in  which  most  of  them  participate; 

(C)  an  agreement  among  the  states  to  provide 
increased  pension  portability  for  the  professional 
employees  of  public  schools  will  reduce  one  of  the 
major  barriers  to  the  interstate  mobility  of  such 
employees. 

Section  2.  Definitions.  As  used  in  this  compact, 
unless  the  context  clearly  indicates  otherwise: 

(A)  a  pension  plan  is  "associated"  with  a  state  if  the 
pension  plan  is  maintained  by  the  state  or  a  political 
subdivision  thereof; 

(B)  "educator"  means  an  individual  who  is 
employed  as  a  teacher  or  in  another  professional 
position  by  a  public  school; 

(C)  "eligible  educator"  means  an  educator  who  (1) 
accrues  pensionable  service  in  a  pension  plan 
associated  with  a  state  by  reason  of  his  or  her 
employment  by  a  public  school  in  such  state  after  this 
compact  becomes  effective;  and  (2)  accrued  at  least  one 
year  of  pensionable  service  in  a  pension  plan 
associated  with  another  state  by  reason  of  his  or  her 
employment  by  a  public  school  in  such  state; 

(D)  "exporting  plan"  means  a  pension  plan  in  which 
an  eligible  educator  previously  accrued,  but  is  no 
longer  accruing  pensionable  service,  and  from  which 
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the  eligible  educator  has  not  received  any  pension 
benefits; 

(E)  "importing  plan"  means  the  pension  plan  in 
which  an  eligible  educator  presently  is  accruing 
pensionable  service; 

(F)  "pensionable  service"  means  a  period  of 
employment  of  an  eligible  educator  by  a  public  school 
which  is  included  by  a  pension  plan  in  calculating  the 
pension  benefits  to  which  the  eligible  educator  is 
entitled; 

(G)  "pension  plan"  means  a  plan,  program,  system, 
fund,  or  other  operation  that  provides  pension  benefits 
to  educators; 

(H)  "state"  means  a  state  of  the  United  States,  the 
District  of  Columbia,  or  any  territory  or  possession  of 
the  United  States  that  is  a  party  to  this  compact; 

(I)  "stipulated  rate"  means: 

(1)  for  an  exporting  plan,  the  average  annual  yield 
on  pension  plan  assets,  net  of  administrative  costs, 
experienced  by  the  pension  plan  during  the  period 
from  the  first  day  of  the  fiscal  year  to  which  the 
contribution  in  question  applies  through  the  end  of 
the  fiscal  year  immediately  preceding  the  date  on 
which  the  money  is  either  transferred  from  the 
exporting  plan  to  the  importing  plan,  or  paid  to  the 
eligible  educator,  as  the  case  may  be;  and 

(2)  for  an  importing  plan,  the  average  annual 
yield  on  pension  plan  assets  experienced  by  the 
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pension  plan  during  the  period  from  the  first  day  of 
the  fiscal  year  to  which  the  contribution  would  have 
applied  through  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year 
immediately  preceding  the  date  on  which  the  money 
is  transferred  from  the  exporting  plan  to  the 
importing  plan. 

Section  3.  Procedures.  Each  state  that  is  a  party  to 
this  compact  shall  establish  and  maintain  procedures 
adequate  to  effectuate  the  transfer  of  money  and 
pensionable  service  from  an  exporting  plan  to  an 
importing  plan  in  accordance  with  the  following 
provisions: 

(A)  at  the  request  of  an  eligible  educator  who  has 
complied  with  the  application  procedures  of  the  states 
with  which  the  exporting  plan  and  importing  plan  are 
associated,  the  exporting  plan  shall  transfer  to  the 
importing  plan  an  amount  of  money  that  is  equal  to 
the  lesser  of  the  following  two  (2)  sums: 

(1)  the  local  contributions  made  to  the  exporting 
plan  by  or  on  behalf  of  the  eligible  educator,  plus 
interest  calculated  at  the  stipulated  rate  for  the 
exporting  plan;  or 

(2)  the  total  contributions  that  would  have  been 
made  to  the  importing  plan  by  or  on  behalf  of  the 
eligible  educator  if  the  eligible  educator  had  been 
accruing  pensionable  service  in  the  importing  plan 
for  the  entire  period  during  which  he  or  she  was 
accruing  pensionable  service  in  the  exporting  plan, 
assuming  employment  at  the  same  salary,  plus 
interest  calculated  at  the  stipulated  rate  for  the 
importing  plan; 
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(B)  upon  receipt  of  the  money  transferred  pursuant 
to  section  3A,  the  importing  plan  shall  credit  the 
eligible  educator  with  pensionable  service  in  the 
importing  plan  as  follows: 

(1)  when  the  amount  of  money  transferred  is  the 
sum  calculated  pursuant  to  section  3A1,  the 
importing  plan  shall,  for  purposes  of  vesting  and 
date  of  eligibility  to  begin  receiving  pension  benefits, 
credit  the  eligible  educator  with  the  amount  of 
pensionable  service  that  he  or  she  accrued  in  the 
exporting  plan.  For  purposes  of  the  amount  of  the 
pension  benefits  to  be  received  by  the  eligible 
educator,  the  importing  plan  shall  credit  the  eligible 
educator  with  an  amount  of  pensionable  service 
calculated  as  follows: 

(a)  the  amount  of  pensionable  service  that  the 
eligible  educator  accrued  in  the  exporting  plan 
multiplied  by: 

(b)  a  fraction,  the  numerator  of  which  is  the 
amount  of  money  calculated  under  section  3A1, 
plus  any  supplementary  payments  made  pursuant 
to  section  3B2,  and  the  denominator  of  which  is 
the  amount  of  money  calculated  under  section 
3A2; 

(2)  when  the  amount  of  money  transferred  to  the 
importing  plan  on  behalf  of  an  eligible  educator  is 
the  sum  calculated  under  section  3A1,  the  eligible 
educator  may  elect  to  make  supplementary 
payments  to  the  importing  plan  up  to  the  amount  of 
the  difference  between  the  sum  transferred  and  the 
sum  calculated  under  section  3A2.  Such 
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supplementary  payments  may  be  made  by  the 
eligible  educator  in  conjunction  with  the  transfer  of 
money  from  the  exporting  plan  to  the  importing 
plan,  or  at  any  time  thereafter  before  the  eligible 
educator  receives  any  pension  benefits  from  the 
importing  plan,  provided  that  the  monetary  value  of 
any  supplementary  payments  made  subsequent  to 
the  transfer  of  money  from  the  exporting  plan  to  the 
importing  plan  shall  be  adjusted,  as  determined  by 
the  actuary  of  the  importing  plan,  to  reflect  the 
period  elapsed  between  the  date  the  money  is 
transferred  from  the  exporting  plan  and  the  date  the 
supplementary  payment  is  made; 

(3)  when  the  amount  of  money  transferred  is  the 
sum  calculated  pursuant  to  section  3A2,  the 
importing  plan  shall,  for  purposes  of  vesting  and 
date  of  eligibility  to  begin  receiving  pension  benefits, 
and  for  purposes  of  the  amount  of  the  pension 
benefits  to  be  received  by  the  eligible  educator, 
credit  the  eligible  educator  with  the  amount  of 
pensionable  service  that  the  eligible  educator 
accrued  in  the  exporting  plan; 

(C)  when  the  amount  of  money  transferred  from  the 
exporting  plan  to  the  importing  plan  is  the  sum 
calculated  pursuant  to  section  3A2,  any  money 
remaining  to  the  credit  of  the  eligible  educator  in  the 
exporting  plan  shall  be  retained  in  the  exporting  plan 
and  used  as  follows: 

(1)  for  transfer  to  another  importing  plan  at  the 
request  of  the  eligible  educator  in  accordance  with 
the  terms  of  this  compact; 
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(2)  to  pay  pension  benefits  to  the  eligible  educator 
if  he  or  she  again  becomes  a  participant  in  the 
exporting  plan;  or 

(3)  if  not  used  for  purpose  (1)  or  (2)  above,  for 
payment  to  the  eligible  educator,  plus  interest 
calculated  at  the  stipulated  rate  for  the  exporting 
plan,  when  notification  has  been  received  from  the 
eligible  educator  that  he  or  she  has  begun  to  receive 
pension  benefits  from  the  importing  plan; 

(D)  there  shall  be  no  limit  on  the  number  of 
transfers  of  money  and  pensionable  service  that  an 
eligible  educator  may  take  from  an  exporting  plan  to 
an  importing  plan  under  this  compact.  In  the  case  of  a 
subsequent  transfer,  money  previously  transferred  to 
an  importing  plan  from  an  exporting  plan  shall  for 
purpose  of  such  subsequent  transfer  be  considered 
"contributions  made  to  the  exporting  plan  by  or  on 
behalf  of  the  eligible  educator"  within  the  meaning  of 
section  3 Al. 

Section  4.  Effective  Date  of  Compact;  Withdrawal 
from  Compact. 

(A)  When  two  or  more  states  enact  statutes 
adopting  this  compact,  it  shall  become  effective  in 
those  states  on  the  dates  specified  in  such  statutes.  Any 
other  state  may  thereafter  become  a  party  to  this 
compact  by  enacting  a  statute  adopting  it,  and  the 
compact  shall  become  effective  in  that  state  on  the  date 
specified  in  such  statute. 

(B)  A  party  state  may  withdraw  from  this  compact 
by  repealing  the  statute  adopting  this  compact, 


21 


provided  that  no  such  withdrawal  shall  be  effective 
until  at  least  one  (1)  year  after  the  governor  of  the 
withdrawing  state  has  given  written  notice  of  the 
repeal  of  the  statute  adopting  this  compact  to  the 
governors  of  all  other  party  states.  The  withdrawal  of  a 
party  state  shall  not  relieve  any  pension  plan 
associated  with  such  state  of  its  obligation  to  pay  to  an 
eligible  educator  on  whose  behalf  money  and 
pensionable  service  has  been  transferred  under  this 
compact  before  the  effective  date  of  such  withdrawal 
the  pension  benefits  to  which  he  or  she  is  entitled 
under  this  compact. 

Section  5.  Other  Arrangements  Unaffected.  Nothing 
contained  in  this  compact  shall  be  construed  to  prevent 
or  inhibit  states  that  are  parties  to  this  compact  from 
entering  into  other  arrangements,  not  inconsistent  with 
the  terms  of  this  compact,  to  effectuate  the  purpose  set 
forth  in  section  one. 

Section  6.  Construction  and  Severability. 

(A)  This  compact  shall  be  liberally  construed  so  as 
to  effectuate  the  purpose  set  forth  in  section  one. 

(B)  If  any  provision  of  this  compact,  or  application 
thereof,  is  held  by  a  state  or  federal  court  to  be  invalid 
with  respect  to  a  particular  party  state,  said  holding 
shall  not  affect  the  validity  of  such  provision,  or 
application  thereof,  in  any  other  party  state.  The 
provisions  of  this  compact  shall  be  severable,  and,  as  to 
the  party  state  subject  to  the  court  holding,  this 
compact  shall  in  all  other  respects  remain  in  full  force 
and  effect.  If  the  party  states  that  are  not  subject  to  the 
court  holding  believe  that  the  provision  of  this 
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compact,  or  application  thereof,  that  has  been  declared 
invalid  is  not  severable,  they  may,  by  majority  vote, 
require  the  party  state  that  is  subject  to  the  court 
holding  to  withdraw  from  this  compact,  in  which 
event  the  withdrawal  shall  be  effective  immediately 
upon  such  vote,  provided  that  the  withdrawal  shall  not 
relieve  any  pension  plan  associated  with  such  party 
state  of  its  obligation  to  pay  to  an  eligible  educator  on 
whose  behalf  money  has  been  or  is  in  the  process  of 
being  transferred  under  this  compact  prior  to  the 
effective  date  of  such  withdrawal  the  pension  benefits 
to  which  he  or  she  is  entitled  under  this  compact. 
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The  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 

IN  THE  YEAR  ONE  THOUSAND 
NINE  HUNDRED  NINETY-ONE 


AN  ACT  ESTABLISHING  IMPROVED 
STANDARDS  IN  TEACHER  PREPARATION 
AND  CERTIFICATION 


Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the 
same,  as  follows: 


H.122 

The  purpose  of  this  act  is  to  establish  a  new  and 
rigorous  system  of  teacher  preparation  that  will  develop 
and  sustain  an  excellent  and  diverse  teaching  force  in  the 
commonwealth's  public  schools.  The  system  of  teacher 
preparation  is  designed  to  support  and  foster  excellence 
in  teacher  performance.  Drawing  upon  the  strengths  of 
the  commonwealth's  current  teaching  force,  it  seeks  to 
assure  that  the  commonwealth  can  continue  to  provide 
highly  trained  teaching  professionals  able  to  meet  the 
challenge  of  an  increasingly  technological,  interconnected 
and  ever  changing  world. 

SECTION  2.  Chapter  71  of  the  General  Laws,  as 
appearing  in  the  1988  Official  Edition,  is  hereby  amended 
by  striking  section  38G  and  inserting  in  place  thereof  the 
following  section:- 
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Section  38G.  The  board  of  education,  hereinafter 
referred  to  as  the  board,  shall  have  authority  to  grant 
upon  application  provisional  and  full  certificates,  as 
provided  in  this  section,  to  teachers,  principals, 
supervisors,  directors,  guidance  counselors  and  directors, 
school  psychologists,  unified  media  specialists,  school 
business  administrators,  superintendents  of  schools  and 
assistant  superintendents  of  schools.  Each  application 
shall  be  accompanied  by  a  fee  to  be  determined  annually 
by  the  commissioner  of  administration  under  the 
provisions  of  section  three  B  of  chapter  seven. 

Any  applicant  shall  be  eligible  for  a  provisional  or  a 
full  certificate  who  satisfies  the  other  requirements  of  this 
section  and  who  furnishes  the  board  with  satisfactory 
proof  that  he  (1)  is  an  American  citizen,  or  is  legally 
present  in  the  United  States  and  possesses  legal 
authorization  to  work,  (2)  is  in  good  health,  provided 
that  no  otherwise  qualified  applicant  shall  be  disqualified 
by  reason  of  handicap,  (3)  is  of  sound  moral  character, 
and  (4)  meets  such  other  requirements  as  to  courses  of 
study,  semester  hours  therein,  experience,  advanced 
degrees  and  any  other  requirements  as  may  be 
established  and  put  into  effect  by  the  board;  provided, 
however,  that  no  requirements  respecting  courses  of 
study,  semester  hours  therein,  experience,  advanced 
degrees  and  other  such  requirements  shall  take  effect 
prior  to  one  year  subsequent  to  the  promulgation  of  such 
requirements  by  the  board. 

Except  as  otherwise  provided  by  regulation  of  the 
board,  the  first  certificate  which  the  board  may  grant  to 
an  eligible  applicant  shall  be  a  provisional  teaching 
certificate  allowing  its  holder  to  teach  for  a  maximum  of 
five  years.  In  order  to  be  eligible  for  a  provisional 
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teaching  certification,  a  person  shall  have  completed  an 
undergraduate  program  or  its  equivalent,  consisting  of 
college-based  and  field-based,  supervised  studies 
including  a  major  in  the  arts  and  sciences  or 
interdisciplinary  major  as  defined  by  the  board  and 
meeting  the  standards  and  requirements  established  by 
the  board,  including  such  multiple  measures  of  teaching 
competence  and  potential,  including  but  not  limited  to 
standardized  testing,  as  the  board  shall  determine. 

A  teacher  holding  a  provisional  certificate  shall  be 
employed  by  a  school  committee  at  the  level  of  the 
regular  local  salary  schedule  commensurate  with  his 
experience  and  preparation.  The  fact  that  a  teacher  holds 
a  provisional  certificate  shall  not  be  grounds  for 
excluding  the  teacher  from  a  collective  bargaining  unit 
which  includes  teachers  with  full  certificates.  Service 
under  a  provisional  certificate  shall  be  credited  as  service 
in  acquiring  the  status  of  serving  at  the  discretion  of  the 
school  committee  as  provided  in  section  forty-one.  Any 
person  holding  a  provisional  certificate  shall  be  entitled 
to  be  employed  as  a  teacher  by  a  school  committee  for  a 
period  not  to  exceed  five  years. 

A  person  who  has  been  granted  a  provisional  teaching 
certificate  shall  be  eligible  to  receive  a  full  certificate 
provided  that  he  has  successfully  completed  a  master's 
degree  with  a  clinical  experience  program,  meeting  the 
standards  and  requirements  established  by  the  board  and 
consisting  of  field-based  clinical  work  and  college  or 
university-based  course  work,  conducted  under  the  joint 
supervision  of  a  mentor  teacher,  as  defined  by 
regulations  developed  by  the  board,  and  the  faculty  of  an 
approved  college  or  university  master's  degree  program; 
provided  further,  that  a  person  holding  a  provisional 
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certificate  who  has  already  received  a  master's  degree 
may  be  exempted  by  the  board  from  course  work 
requisite  to  the  master's  degree,  but  not  from  the  field- 
based  clinical  component  of  the  approved  program. 

Mentor  teachers  shall  have  primary  responsibility  for 
the  daily  supervision  of  provisionally  certified  teachers 
and  for  assisting  said  teachers  in  developing  successful 
teaching  skills.  Mentor  teachers  shall  work  in  cooperation 
with  the  graduate  faculty  overseeing  the  education  of 
provisional  teachers  enrolled  in  master's  degree 
programs  leading  to  full  certification  and  shall  be 
accorded  appropriate  status  in  the  cooperating  graduate 
program.  Mentor  teachers  shall  receive  an  appropriate 
stipend  and  adequate  release  time  from  regular  teaching 
responsibilities  to  enable  them  to  fully  perform  their 
duties  as  mentor  teachers.  No  provisionally  certified 
teacher,  whether  or  not  that  person  is  enrolled  in  a 
master's  degree  program  at  the  time,  may  be  employed 
by  a  school  committee  unless  a  mentor  teacher  is 
available  to  supervise  that  person. 

The  commissioner  shall  be  authorized  to  designate  as 
apprentice  teachers  qualified  individuals  who  have  been 
awarded  a  bachelor's  degree  from  an  accredited 
undergraduate  institution  but  do  not  meet  existing 
certification  requirements.  Such  qualified  individuals 
shall  be  authorized  to  teach  in  the  public  schools  for  a 
period  not  exceeding  two  years.  Said  service  may  be 
credited  toward  teacher  certification.  There  shall  be  a 
certification  review  panel  appointed  by  the  board 
consisting  of  no  more  than  twelve  members.  The  purpose 
of  the  certification  review  panel  is  to  provide  an 
alternative  route  to  certification  for  candidates  who 
appear  to  meet  the  standards  established  by  the  board 
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through  both  their  experience  and  their  formal  education 
but  who  do  not  meet  all  the  specific  requirements 
established  by  the  board. 

For  the  purpose  of  granting  provisional  and  full 
teaching  certificates  the  board  may  approve 
undergraduate  and  graduate  programs  at  colleges  or 
universities  devoted  to  the  preparation  of  teachers  and 
other  educational  personnel.  A  college  or  university 
offering  an  approved  program  shall  certify  to  the  board 
when  students  complete  their  program  and  shall  provide 
the  board  with  a  transcript  of  each  student's  record.  The 
board  shall  further  require  that  all  persons  seeking  to 
meet  the  requirements  for  certification  under  this  section 
shall  have  successfully  passed  a  standardized  exam  of 
communication  and  language  skills  and  shall  have 
successfully  completed  a  seminar  on  teaching  skills  and 
methods.  The  board  may  also  establish  performance 
evaluation  centers  for  the  assessment  and  evaluation  of 
teacher  competency  which  shall  provide  technical 
assistance  to  school  districts  and  institutions  of  higher 
education  involved  in  evaluating  teacher  competency 
and  performance.  Said  center  shall  also  be  responsible  for 
advising  the  board  on  the  utilization  of  appropriate 
multiple  measures  including,  but  not  limited  to 
standardized  testing,  for  assessment  of  teacher 
competency. 

No  person  shall  be  eligible  for  employment  by  a  school 
committee  as  a  teacher,  principal,  supervisor,  director, 
guidance  counselor  and  director,  school  psychologist, 
unified  media  specialist,  school  business  administrator, 
superintendent  of  schools  or  assistant  superintendent  of 
schools,  unless  he  has  been  granted  by  the  board  a  full  or 
provisional  certificate  with  respect  to  the  type  of  position 
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for  which  he  seeks  employment;  provided,  however,  that 
nothing  herein  shall  be  construed  to  prevent  a  school 
committee  from  prescribing  additional  qualifications; 
and  provided  further,  that  a  school  committee  may  upon 
its  request  be  exempt  by  the  board  for  any  one  school 
year  from  the  requirement  in  this  section  to  employ 
certified  personnel  when  compliance  therewith  would  in 
the  opinion  of  the  board  constitute  a  great  hardship  in 
securing  teachers  for  the  schools  of  a  town.  During  the 
time  that  such  a  waiver  is  in  effect,  service  of  an 
employee  of  a  school  committee  to  whom  the  waiver 
applies  shall  not  be  counted  as  service  in  acquiring  the 
status  of  serving  at  the  discretion  of  a  school  committee 
under  section  forty-one. 

This  section  shall  not  apply  to  trade,  vocational, 
temporary  substitute  teachers  or  exchange  teachers,  or  to 
teaching  or  administrative  interns  from  an  institution  of 
higher  learning  in  the  commonwealth,  provided 
approval  for  the  employment  of  such  personnel  shall  be 
granted  by  the  board  under  such  rules  and  regulations  as 
it  may  adopt.  As  used  in  this  section,  a  "temporary 
substitute"  shall  be  one  employed  for  less  than  a  school 
year  to  take  the  place  of  a  regularly  employed  teacher 
who  is  absent  by  reason  of  illness  or  by  reason  of 
educational  leave,  maternity  leave,  military  leave, 
sabbatical  leave  or  other  leave. 

Any  certificate  issued  by  the  board  may  be  revoked  for 
cause,  pursuant  to  standards  and  procedures  established 
by  rules  and  regulations  of  the  board. 

The  board  shall  have  authority  from  time  to  time  to 
make,  amend,  and  rescind  such  rules  and  regulations  as 
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may  be  necessary  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  this 
section. 

Except  as  otherwise  specifically  provided  by  this 
section,  no  rights  of  any  employees  of  a  school  committee 
under  the  provisions  of  this  chapter  shall  be  impaired  by 
the  provisions  of  this  section. 

SECTION  3.  All  certificates  granted  by  the  board  of 
education  under  the  provisions  of  section  thirty-eight  G 
of  chapter  seventy-one  of  the  General  Laws  in  effect  prior 
to  the  effective  date  of  this  act  shall  continue  to  be  valid 
as  issued  and  all  persons  who  were  exempted  under  the 
provisions  of  section  two  of  chapter  two  hundred  and 
seventy-eight  of  the  acts  of  nineteen  hundred  and  fifty- 
one  shall  continue  to  be  exempted. 

SECTION  4.  Thirty  days  before  the  effective  date  of 
any  regulations  promulgated  by  the  board  of  education 
under  the  authority  of  this  act,  said  regulations  shall  be 
submitted  by  the  board  to  the  clerks  of  the  house  and  the 
senate,  who  shall  forward  the  same  to  the  joint 
committee  on  education,  arts  and  humanities,  and  to  the 
house  and  senate  committees  on  ways  and  means. 

SECTION  5.  The  provisions  of  the  third  paragraph  of 
section  thirty-eight  G  of  chapter  seventy-one  of  the 
General  Laws,  as  appearing  in  section  two  of  this  act, 
shall  apply  to  every  person  who  applies  to  the  board  of 
education  for  an  initial  teaching  certificate  on  or  after  the 
first  of  October,  nineteen  hundred  and  ninety-four.  Any 
person  who  applies  to  the  board  for  an  initial  teaching 
certificate  on  or  after  the  first  of  May,  nineteen  hundred 
and  ninety-two,  and  who  has  completed  a  program  that 
meets  the  standards  for  provisional  certification  in  said 
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section  thirty-eight  G  and  as  further  defined  by  the  board 
in  its  regulations,  shall  be  granted  a  provisional 
certificate. 

All  other  persons  who  apply  to  the  board  for  a 
teaching  certificate  prior  to  the  first  of  October,  nineteen 
hundred  and  ninety-four,  and  who  meet  the 
requirements  of  the  first  and  second  paragraphs  of  said 
section  thirty-eight  G,  and  who  are  eligible  for  permanent 
certificates  under  the  regulations  of  the  board  that  are  in 
effect  at  the  time  of  application,  shall  be  granted  a 
permanent  certificate. 
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The  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 

IN  THE  YEAR  ONE  THOUSAND 
NINE  HUNDRED  NINETY-ONE 


AN  ACT  TO  DEVELOP  THE  PUBLIC 
SCHOOL  AS  THE  CENTER  FOR  THE 
COMMUNITY 


Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the 
same,  as  follows: 


H.123 

Chapter  fifteen  of  the  General  Laws,  as  appearing  in 
the  nineteen  hundred  eighty-eight  Official  Edition,  is 
hereby  amended  by  inserting  after  section  fifty-four  the 
following  section :- 

Section  54A.  There  is  hereby  established  a  pilot  early 
childhood  family  education  outreach  grant  program.  The 
board  of  education  may,  subject  to  appropriation, 
annually  award  grants  to  school  committees  and  to 
educational  collaboratives  for  the  purpose  of  developing 
comprehensive  early  childhood  family  education 
outreach  programs  which  would  provide  outreach 
services  to  teenage  parents  and  parents  of  young 
children,  from  birth  through  eight  years,  particularly 
those  in  jeopardy  of  being  at-risk.  The  early  childhood 
family  education  outreach  grant  program  shall 
encourage  and  support  the  development  of  programs 
that  provide  an  opportunity  for  substantial  parental 
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participation  in  learning  activities  with  their  children  as 
well  as  in  program  planning,  decision  making,  and 
implementation. 

The  purpose  of  such  programs  is  to  strengthen  the 
family  unit  and  to  promote  positive  parent-child 
relationships.  Such  programs  may  include,  but  are  not 
limited  to,  programs  to  increase  parental  knowledge 
about  the  social,  emotional,  physical,  and  cognitive 
development  of  young  children;  to  increase  parental 
skills  in  supporting  their  children's  growth  and 
development;  to  provide  learning  experiences  for 
children  and  parents  through  the  establishment  of 
parent-child  groups  and/or  home  visits. 

At  least  seventy-five  per  cent  of  the  funds  appropriated 
for  grants  awarded  under  this  section  shall  be  allocated 
to  programs  serving  low  income  sites,  as  determined  by 
the  board.  Criteria  for  determining  what  constitutes  a 
low  income  site  shall  include,  but  not  be  limited  to,  the 
same  criteria  which  are  used  to  qualify  schools  for 
chapter  one  of  the  federal  Education  Consolidation  and 
Improvement  Act  of  nineteen  hundred  eighty-one. 

Proposals  which  describe  linkages  with  other  human 
service  resource  programs  and  which  seek  to  combine  a 
number  of  funding  sources  shall  be  given  priority  by  the 
board.  Other  agencies  and  programs  may  include,  but 
are  not  limited  to,  local,  state  and  federal  programs,  such 
as  community  mental  health  programs,  adult  education, 
dropout  prevention,  comprehensive  health  education, 
and  chapter  one. 

The  board  shall  establish  guidelines  governing  the 
administration  of  this  program. 
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SECTION  2.  Chapter  fifteen  of  the  General  Laws,  as 
appearing  in  the  nineteen  hundred  eighty-eight  Official 
Edition,  is  hereby  amended  by  inserting  after  section 
sixty-five  the  following  sections:- 

Section  66.  There  is  hereby  established  an  extended 
school  year  grant  program  for  the  purpose  of  funding  a 
three-year  pilot  project  for  elementary  schools  in  districts 
serving  high  numbers  of  students  deficient  in  basic  skills 
to  determine  whether  extending  the  school  year  is  an 
effective  approach  for  meeting  the  needs  of  these 
students.  The  board  may,  subject  to  appropriation,  award 
grants  to  individual  public  elementary  schools  which 
agree  to  extend  their  school  year  by  no  more  than  forty 
days.  The  board  shall  develop  guidelines  regarding  grant 
selection  criteria,  program  implementation,  submission 
of  data  and  evaluation.  Data  required  to  be  submitted  by 
participating  schools  shall  include,  but  not  be  limited  to, 
class  size;  student  and  teacher  absentee  rates;  parent, 
teacher  and  community  satisfaction  with  the  program 
and  the  annual  costs  for  teacher  salaries  and  benefits.  All 
programs  funded  under  the  pilot  shall  be  evaluated  to 
determine  the  effect  of  an  extended  school  year  on  the 
following:  student  academic  achievement,  absentee  rates, 
and  teacher  salaries.  The  department  shall  provide 
technical  assistance  to  the  schools  selected  to  participate 
in  the  pilot. 

Section  67.  There  is  hereby  established  a  grant 
program  for  the  purpose  of  encouraging  the  public 
schools  of  the  commonwealth  to  plan  and  develop 
programs  whereby  human  service  professionals,  in 
collaboration  with  school  personnel,  students  and 
parents,  coordinate  the  services  necessary  for  educational 
success.  The  board  may,  subject  to  appropriation,  award 
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planning  and  implementation  grants  to  individual  public 
schools  which  agree  to  enter  into  an  agreement  with  one 
or  more  human  service  agencies  to  allow  human  service 
professionals  to  work  within  the  school  providing  advice 
to  students  and  their  families  regarding  the  availability  of 
appropriate  services  and  programs  as  well  as  assistance 
in  obtaining  access  to  those  services  and  programs.  The 
board  shall  establish  guidelines  governing  the 
administration  of  this  program. 

SECTION  3.  Section  12  of  chapter  645  of  the  acts  of 
1945,  as  amended  by  chapter  232  of  the  acts  of  1989,  is 
hereby  amended  by  inserting  after  subsection  (c)  the 
following  subsection:- 

(d)  Notwithstanding  other  provisions  of  this 
section,  the  reimbursement  percentage  for  approved 
school  projects  involving  expanded  participation  by 
the  entire  community  in  school  facility  based 
activities  shall,  pursuant  to  standards  developed  by 
the  board,  be  increased  by  up  to  ten  per  cent, 
depending  on  the  extent  of  community  utilization. 
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The  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 

IN  THE  YEAR  ONE  THOUSAND 
NINE  HUNDRED  NINETY-ONE 


AM  ACT  TO  IMPROVE  MATHEMATICS 
AND  SCIENCE  EDUCATION 


Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the 
same,  as  follows: 


H.124 

Section  7  of  chapter  15 A  of  the  General  Laws,  as 
appearing  in  the  nineteen  hundred  eighty-eight  Official 
Edition,  is  hereby  amended  by  inserting  after  the  last 
paragraph  the  following  paragraphs:- 

The  board  of  regents,  subject  to  appropriation,  shall 
establish  a  scholarship  program  for  the  purpose  of 
providing  scholarship  grants  to  students  in  institutions  of 
higher  education  within  the  commonwealth  who  agree  to 
teach  mathematics  or  science  on  a  full  time  basis  in  a 
public  school  within  the  commonwealth.  Each  student 
who  receives  a  grant  must  commit  to  teach  one  year  for 
each  year  a  grant  was  received. 

The  amount  of  such  grants  shall  be  one  thousand 
dollars  and  priority  will  be  given  to  students  who  are 
members  of  groups  that  are  underrepresented  in  the 
mathematics  and  science  teaching  force.  Said  board  shall 
establish  guidelines  governing  the  program  including  the 
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establishment  of  eligibility  criteria  and  the  terms  for 
repayment  of  the  grant  in  the  event  that  a  student  fails  to 
fulfill  the  "payback"  service  obligation. 

The  board  of  regents,  subject  to  appropriation,  shall 
establish  a  five  year  pilot  loan  forgiveness  program  for 
the  purpose  of  encouraging  students  who  are  studying 
mathematics  and  science  to  pursue  the  teaching  of  such 
subjects  in  the  public  schools.  The  program  will  cover  the 
portion  of  a  student  loan  incurred  for  the  payment  of 
tuition  and  fees  by  students  studying  mathematics  or 
science  in  an  institution  of  higher  education  within  the 
commonwealth  who  agree  to  teach  mathematics  or 
science  on  a  full  time  basis  in  a  public  school  within  the 
commonwealth  for  a  period  of  five  years.  The  board  shall 
establish  guidelines  governing  the  administration  of  this 
program. 

SECTION  2.  Chapter  15A  of  the  General  Laws  is 
hereby  amended  by  inserting  after  section  21  the 
following  new  section:- 

Section  22.  There  is  hereby  established  a  pilot 
program  for  the  purpose  of  funding  grants  to  assist  in  the 
development  of  effective  strategies  for  recruiting  teachers 
to  teach  mathematics  and  science  in  the  public  schools. 
The  board  shall  award  grants  to  institutions  of  higher 
education  to  develop,  in  conjunction  with  one  or  more 
public  schools  within  the  commonwealth,  projects  to 
recruit  math  and  science  teachers  for  the  public  schools. 
The  board  shall  give  priority  to  those  projects  which 
target  the  recruitment  of  students  who  are  members  of 
groups  that  are  underrepresented  in  the  mathematics  and 
science  teaching  ranks.  The  board  shall  establish 
guidelines  governing  the  administration  of  this  program. 
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SECTION  3.  Chapter  15  of  the  General  Laws  is  hereby 
amended  by  inserting  after  section  sixty-five  the 
following  section:- 

Section  65A.  There  is  hereby  established  a  Carnegie 
School  Math-Science  Grant  Program  for  the  purpose  of 
encouraging  partnerships  between  elementary  schools 
and  institutions  of  higher  education  to  restructure  the 
mathematics  and  science  curriculum.  The  program  will 
provide  funding  for  a  pilot  project  for  up  to  five 
elementary  schools  that  have  been  designated  as 
Carnegie  schools  pursuant  to  section  65  to  establish 
partnerships  with  an  institution  of  higher  education.  The 
purpose  of  these  partnerships  will  be  the  restructuring  of 
teacher  preparation  programs  as  well  as  the  restructuring 
of  the  teaching  of  mathematics  and  science  in  the 
elementary  schools.  The  board  shall  establish  guidelines 
governing  the  administration  of  this  program. 
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The  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 

IN  THE  YEAR  ONE  THOUSAND 
NINE  HUNDRED  NINETY-ONE 


AN  ACT  PROVIDING  INCREASED 

(STATE  SUPPORT  FOR  THE  COSTS  OF 
NON-RESIDENT  STUDENTS  IN  POST- 
SECONDARY  VOCATIONAL  PROGRAMS 


Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the 
same,  as  follows: 


H.125 

Sections  37C  through  37F  of  chapter  74  of  the  General 
Laws,  as  added  by  section  2  of  chapter  424  of  the  acts  of 
1984,  are  hereby  repealed,  and  the  following  sections 
inserted  in  their  place:- 

Section  37C.  A  student  who  resides  in  a  city  or  town 
which  does  not  offer  approved  vocational  programs  at 
the  post-secondary  level  may,  upon  the  approval  of  the 
commissioner,  under  the  direction  of  the  state  board,  be 
admitted  to  such  program  in  another  city,  town  or 
regional  district.  In  making  his  determination  the 
commissioner  shall  take  into  consideration  the 
opportunities  for  free  vocational  training  where  the 
applicant  presently  resides,  and,  if  different,  where  the 
applicant  resided  when  he  or  she  attended  high  school; 
the  age,  preparation,  aptitude  and  previous  record  of  the 
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applicant;  and  other  relevant  circumstances,  including 
the  level  of  state  assistance  to  such  program.  Tuition  and 
other  related  fees  shall  be  charged  to  a  student  admitted 
under  this  provision  in  an  amount  not  to  exceed  fifty  per 
cent  of  the  average  per  pupil  cost  of  such  program.  The 
commissioner,  under  the  direction  of  the  state  board, 
shall  approve  both  the  tuition  amount  and  that  portion 
charged  to  a  student.  Such  student  shall  be  eligible  to 
apply  for  state  scholarship  aid  pursuant  to  section  seven 
of  chapter  fifteen  A. 

Section  37D.  A  city,  town,  regional  school  district  or 
independent  vocational  school  admitting  students  under 
section  thirty-seven  C  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  state  aid 
under  the  provisions  of  this  section  on  account  of  each 
such  student.  Said  state  aid,  subject  to  appropriation, 
shall  be  the  difference  between  the  average  per  pupil  cost 
of  the  approved  post-secondary  program,  and  the  sum  of 
the  tuition  and  other  related  fees  charged  to  each  student 
under  section  thirty-seven  C,  and  shall  be  paid  in  the 
year  in  which  the  student  is  enrolled  in  the  post- 
secondary  vocational  program. 

The  commissioner  is  further  authorized,  in  the 
succeeding  fiscal  year  pursuant  to  section  four  of  chapter 
70,  to  increase  the  chapter  70  school  aid  paid  to  the  city, 
town  or  regional  school  district  which  provided  the  post- 
secondary  vocational  program  to  said  student  in  an 
amount  equivalent  to  the  difference  between  the  tuition 
to  which  it  was  due  under  the  provisions  of  this  section 
and  the  sum  of  the  tuition  and  other  related  fees  charged 
to  such  student  and  the  amount  of  state  aid  actually 
received  under  the  previous  paragraph.  Any  costs  on 
account  of  said  student  remaining  unpaid  after  the 
chapter  70  distribution  has  been  determined  for  the 
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subsequent  fiscal  year  shall  be  paid  by  the  city  or  town  in 
which  the  student  resides;  provided,  however,  that  the 
commissioner,  under  the  direction  of  the  state  board, 
determines  that  the  student  did  not  have  access  to  the 
program  at  the  secondary  level. 

Section  37E.  All  receipts  from  tuition,  other  related 
fees  and  state  aid  awarded  under  the  previous  section 
shall  be  paid  to  the  school  committee  or  board  of  trustees 
of  the  city,  town,  regional  school  district  or  independent 
vocational  school  admitting  students  under  sections 
thirty-seven  B  and  thirty-seven  C,  and  shall  be  deposited 
with  the  treasurer  of  the  city,  town,  regional  school 
district  or  independent  vocational  school  and  held  as  a 
separate  account.  The  receipts  held  in  such  separate 
accounts  may  be  expended  by  said  school  committee  or 
board  of  trustees  without  further  appropriation  for 
general  educational  purposes. 
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The  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 

IN  THE  YEAR  ONE  THOUSAND 
NINE  HUNDRED  NINETY-ONE 


AN  ACT  CLARIFYING  THE  SPECIAL 
EDUCATION  APPEALS  PROCESS 


Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the 
same,  as  follows: 


H.126 

The  twelfth  paragraph  of  section  three  of  chapter  71 B 
of  the  General  Laws,  as  appearing  in  the  nineteen 
hundred  eighty-eight  Official  Edition,  is  amended  by 
striking  out  the  fourth  sentence  and  inserting  in  place 
thereof  the  following  sentence:- 

If  rejected,  and  the  program  desired  by  the  parents, 
guardian  or  person  with  custody  is  a  regular  education 
program,  the  department  and  the  local  school  committee 
shall  provide  the  child  with  the  educational  program 
chosen  by  the  parent,  guardian  or  persons  with  custody 
except  where  such  placement  would  seriously  endanger 
the  health  or  safety  of  the  child,  substantially  disrupt  the 
program  for  other  students  or,  if  the  child  is  currently 
placed  in  a  special  education  program,  deny  the  child  a 
free  appropriate  public  education. 

SECTION  2.  Section  three  of  chapter  seventy-one  B  of 
the  General  Laws,  as  appearing  in  the  nineteen  hundred 
eighty-eight  Official  Edition,  is  hereby  amended  by 
striking  out  the  thirteenth  paragraph. 
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